[bookmark: _GoBack]in this lesson, you will write a persuasive essay.
When you try to talk your friends into going to the restaurant that you’re craving or when you debate with someone over which band has the best sound, you’re using persuasive skills.
Persuasion is writing or speaking that attempts to convince others to accept a position or take a desired action. Effective persuasion can decide a defendant’s fate in a trial, lead to the passing of law in Congress, or even end a war.
Use the Internet to research your chosen topic. Then develop your argument for your persuasive essay.
In this activity, you will write about volunteering.
Let’s get started.
· Write a persuasive essay using digital media, style manual guidelines, and then evaluate the essay using a rubric and scoring models
· Use effective selection, organization, and analysis of content during the research and writing process in order to convey complex ideas and information with accuracy
For this essay assignment, the topic is volunteering.
Most people would agree that volunteering for a national or community service organization is a valuable activity.
Pick a national or community service organization that someone could volunteer for, and then write a persuasive essay to convince the reader to volunteer for your chosen service. In your essay:
· Explain what volunteering is and what a couple of benefits of volunteering are
· Describe the volunteer activity and its associated organization
· Discuss who will benefit from the volunteer service 
· Persuade your reader to volunteer for this organization
· Make a case for why this organization is better than some other volunteer opportunities that provide the same service
· Provide a real-life story of a change that has been made by volunteers with this cause
· Include any volunteer experiences you have done, and describe what you did and how you felt
· Include support from a reputable website
Now conduct research on the Internet to help you choose your topic. There are a number of organizations that enjoy good reputations for the services they provide, such as Habitat for Humanity, American Red Cross, Sierra Club, the Humane Society, and many more. You can read more about them on their websites. Another website you can use to begin your search for a volunteer opportunity is United We Serve (www.serve.gov).
Before you begin gathering information, let’s look at the different types of persuasive appeals.
As you read these, think about what arguments you could make for your service organization using each type of appeal. This will help you determine what information gathered from your research to use for support in your essay.
Move through the activity to view types of appeals made in a persuasive argument to sway a reader.
Now that you have selected your topic, gather information to support your argument. Some ways you can support your argument is by using logic, statistics, expert opinions, or personal observations.
Move through the activity to see examples of each.
[bookmark: _Hlk14608555]These contain the publication information of each source you consult in your research. This material will be used in your bibliography. Use one card for each source. Number each source card, and write that number on your note card. As you find information from sources, make note cards and source cards. Source cards remind writers where information originated. They also allow writers to refer to a numbered card rather than a full bibliographic citation when a source is used repeatedly.
